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Meet Alice

Earliar this yvaar, gight-vaar-oid alice
lighthearted business, Frou Frou Flip Flops
vy Traufroufipfops. com ) with a seriows. mission -
halping o raise money for victims of the Decambar 2004

tsmamil.

Mow, after four months and 30 pairs of Mip-flops sald,
Slice plans to donata part of future proceeds to victimes of
Hurncana Katrina, the Susan G, Komen Sreast Cancar
Foundation and the Society for the Prevantion of Cruelty

to Amimats.

From har hamea in Flenda, ke creates oestom-mada,
fanciful flip-fiops covered with ribbons, buttons and

launched a

Contact Information:
Foundars, Frow Frou Flip Flo

rmore, that she and her mom market as being "perfect Design, Inc
for padicures’ or Pl parties, Alice's mom, Rafi Darrow, is 1-866-922-0029

alsa an antreprenaur - she supports her family of four

aliceilfroufrouflipflops. com

through E-Design {www.rdesignonkine.coem), a graphic hetp:ffwww froufrouflipfiops

design and web design company,

Where did you come up with the idea to start Frou

Frou Flip Flops?

I
]MM@ Fur L

“Thary v Pt o Pucicaraat™

Aljcar "l starbed Frou Frou Flip Flops to raise monay for
charity, for tha victims of the tsunami. | wanted to do a
lemonade stand, But my mom dida't think that would
work, 01 started making fip-Nops. T got the idea from
my teacher Mrs, Mulkey after we made them in class for

Methar's Bay,”

What style of Frou Frou Flip Flops ane your

favorites?

Aficat "They're all kind of differant. Same have seashells
on them. Some have furry StulT wrapped around them.
Thare's ona kind on my Wab site that ame mada with

buttons.”

Raffi: “They all have colarful ribbons and same have T-
shirt scraps. Tha anes with the buthens are cuta - thay
have lighthowuse shapes on the bottoms so that you can
make cool-laaking footprints in the sand. The first
guestion wa a5k (when someaane places an ordar via e-
mail) is, “What's your shoa size and what's your favorite

calar?

Raffi: "One woman e-mailed and said, ™My Bunka group
is hanang a wackiast-flip-flops-avar contest. Can you halp
me? So we told her to e-mail us pictures of har friands
and Farmily, We stuck them on tap of her Mip-Nops and
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she won her contest.”

Why did you want to donate money to other
children?

Alice: "l know they have less money than me, so | like to
help them."

How does it feel?
Alice: "Very, very, very good."

How long do you plan to keep making Frou Frou
Flip Flops?

Alice: "As long as it stays fun for me, which will probably
be a very long time."

Does anyone help you to make the flip-flops?

Alice: "People want to help me, but if I let them, | kinda
realize that I'm going to have to pay them. So right now
I don't have anyone helping me except my mom. She
has to help me cut the ribbons."

What are your dreams for Frou Frou Flip Flops?

Alice: "I want to start getting more orders. | have to
start getting more advertisements. Most people find me
because they look on the Internet. | hope to make a
couple thousand dollars. | hope other people will learn to
help others."

Will it be tough to sell flip-flops in the winter? Are
you planning holiday flip-flops?

Alice: "I think people might buy flip-flops during the
winter as presents. They can wear them on the day of
their pedicure so they don't mess up their toenail polish.
In Florida, you can wear flip-flops all you want. We'll
have holiday flip-flops in red and green, and blue and
white."

What's your greatest success? What are you most
proud of?

Alice: "Probably today I'm most proud because | sold my
flip-flops at Bisque-itz."

Raffi: "It's a pottery and furniture boutique where the
first pair was sold in a store instead of on the Web site."

What has been the biggest problem for your
business?

Alice: "Probably keeping track of my money."
Raffi: "We had to create an Excel spreadsheet for her.

She started this with her birthday money. With $12 of
her own money, she went to Jo-Ann's (fabric and craft
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store} and bought supplies, The first order she sold paid
her back lor the supglies. This has been & good math
laszon for her.”

Do you have any advice for other kids who want to
start companies or help charities?

alica: "Don't do ik of it's not fun for yau. You have oo like
k. That's why Mommy says, IF I don't enjoy I, I should

stap because I don't want to spend my life making fig-
flops that | don't want to make.”

What do you want to be when you grow up?

Blica: "I'd like to be a softball playver. I'd like to e the
first woman president, That's my first choice, Mammry, iF
[ want bo be the Mirst woman president, do 1 hawve to
learn miy mulbplication tables?”

How have you helped your davghter get Frou Frow
Flip Flops off the ground?

Raffi: "She carmainly needed no encouragement, She kept
coming to me asking me to make 8 lemonade stand for
the wictims of the tsunami. Then she gave me decarated
Rip-Mags for Mather's Day, and I thought, 'Mow this is
somathing you can sall,’

"I haip her cut the ribbon, keep 3 spreadshaat af her
expenses and the mansy coming in. I kave bo drive her
armmund purchasing supplies and take tems to the post
offica that arg ready to ba shippad. And 1 also respond to
all of her emails, because 1 think that's imgartant for a
parent to da when your child is only eight."

How has she grown from the business?

Raffi: "It has really parked her self- estesm. Alice-has a
littha sistar who is outgring and friendly and scaks up a
lat of the attantion. Suddaniy Alice is getting the
attention nowi.

Sne used o come home and say, T want to model.' 1
think it was just because she wantad her Faca on
somathing, te be recognized, Mow sha doasn’t ask to be
& model anymare. Frou Frou Flip Flogs fulliled that for
hear.*

Does Alice get the entreprencurial spirit from you?

"I have a markseting company - we do graphic design and
Web design (wew. rdesignonline.cam). | started the
company about bwo yaars ago, and my husband jumped
in about & year ago. 1 needed & programimar and thera
he was. We sarve mosthy small- o medium-sized
businessas in the Tampa Bay &rea,
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